Task 3 Developing responses to a media product

SKYFALL
When watching the trailer for SKYFALL or even seeing the poster it is very clear what genera it falls under with the tone of the music helping, the costume design and the filters used.
James bond films are iconic as it is a well-dressed man in a suit drinking martinis and saving the day, I style compared to a film like full metal jacket where its more war loud guns and explosions.
If you were to walk into SKYFALL in the cinema and were only allowed to watch it for 5 minutes and tell what genera the film falls under you would be able to get it immediately without fail as there are genera codes for example:
Codes create meaning because they are a system of signs put in place. They are there to divide 2 different categories technical and symbolic.
James bond is a British Action film created by Ian Fleming and had its first release in 1953 (Casino Royale) its about the secret service in England (MI6) which is hidden from the public, the more modern films would include fast cars with guns ,special guns ,trackers and a lot of disguises to outsmart the enemy. All the posters used for publicity are mainly a man in a suit with a gun looking calm this shows class in the bond films and slickness.
Symbolic codes are the underwritten messages the company is trying to put out, the audience do not visually see the message because it’s beneath the surface what we see, a great example of this would be characters actions reflecting their feelings.
[image: SPECTRE Trailer: FIVE essential moments James Bond expert Dr ...]
In this you can see Bond looking calm and professional this is to give off the illusion of him being a professional ,not loosing ,focused and motivated, from his eyes on the prize ,clenched jaw and facial reactions this give the camera a lot to work with and tells the scene a lot better.
Compared to a kids animated film you can see where the symbolic codes come into play:
[image: Inside Out · EIA] As you can see there are 5 characters all giving off a different expression as purple is fear, red is anger, yellow is joy, green is disgusted, and blue is sadness. As you can see all have different facial reactions from mouth, eyes eyebrows and body language.
Technical codes are the many ways in which the equipment Is used to tell the story, for example all the camera work in a film reflects the story ,going back to what I said about SKYFALL you could  immediately tell what genre of film you are in. The film reflects the story because without it there would not be a story.
[image: The 50 Best Movie Posters Ever | Movies | Empire]Comedy                                         [image: ]Romance
[image: ]Action                                           [image: ]Crime
[image: ]Horror                                           [image: The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey [DVD]: Amazon.co.uk: Hugo ...]Adventure
[image: ]Family                                                          [image: ]War 
[image: ]Western 

As you can see from the posters above they are all different and each have different styles and if you were shown a poster for a film you could 9 time out of 10 guess the film genre ,as well as this some come under 2 genres for example Madagascar falls under animation and family.
Codes and conventions are applied in the media studies through any genre.
Lighting is used as a technical code for example in horror films the back and side light is displayed to create a cold chilling effect ,mystery and eeriness which makes the audience feel scared and brace themselves for a jump scare, this is crucial in horror films. However in action films like sky fall the lighting is used as a technical code to made the good guys stand out with there secret layer which would be underground and dark but filed with tech and gadgets this is to give off the secret feeling and make the audience feel exclusive and part of the team.
[image: Layer Cake - James Bond Wiki]
An action film which fails to generate excitement, tense and good protagonist more than likely will fail. It is key to understand what genera a film is aiming for as they need to base characters around the genre as this plays a key role in the film as if you were to replace James bond with a guy from  a western it would work but not as well and make it fail as the gun fight would be off the costume design would not be right and the script would not suit it at all ,this is why a lot of genres will not mix and why a lot will as you have a rom-com which does really well compared to a western horror which it would not do well.
Genre Hybrid 
A great example of this would be Cowboys & Aliens on paper is sounds ok it can only go 2 ways good or bad but this was a unusual cross over between western and science fiction, it was a unusual film to come out and left a lot of people sceptical weather it would work or not ,in the end it did ok the story line was ok ,the costumes were great and the actors were skilled but overall I would call this a fail due to the outcomes.
[image: ]
All though it did make good money on the box office it was not rated good on any sites and have comments like:
[image: ]
[image: ]
This then lead the team to not renew it for a 2nd film as it did poorly and did not meet targets they were hoping to make.
A crossover that did well would be The Spectacular Now which was a cross over between romance and come by ,the reason why this works so well as a lot of couple can relate to what going on compared to a western Sc-fi film, this is about how 2 unexpectable meet and become lovers and on the way they find problems and overcome them relating to a lot of couples this came out in 2013 and had made target and almost tripled there budget which is good but not the best.
As you can see, I have liked this film as I enjoyed it and found it great and would watch it again. But some people did not like it but overall it did ok for a film it did not fail which is key in the industry.
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]

Action Fact Sheet
Definition “Action film is a film genre in which the protagonist or protagonists are thrust into a series of events that typically include violence, extended fighting, physical feats and frantic chases.” Wikipedia
Iconography
These are some of the element to expect in an Action Film:
· Hero – Villain
· Shoot outs 
· Top secret weapons 
· Expensive cars
· Car chases 
· Getaways chances
· Capturing the villain and them escaping 
· “Any last Words”
· Hero always coming out on top 
Setting
Action films can have any number of settings, but these are most common

· Secret layer in the middle of no where 
· Dark alleyway 
· Expensive buildings 

Narrative
There are a number of narrative concepts and tropes recur throughout the genre
· In action films the film makers draw upon a bad guy going to destroy the world or rule the world with a device and the good guy has to stop him before it’s too late and they normally end up stopping them at the last second.(Mission Impossible)
· Car chase with guns shooting and explosions going off ducking and weaving traffic. (Fast and Furious)
· Good guy gets captured and then escapes. (The Dark Knight)
· A final shoot off between the hero and villain. (The Matrix)
· Revenge on someone who hurt you or a love one. (John Wick)
· Damsel in destress

Style
Because this is aimed to generate tense and exciting moments in the audience, action films tend to express the film language with amplified scenes with louder more dramatic explosions and the music setting the tone wear if someone is shot it might play dramatic music showing there last moments on screen and build up rage for revenge in the hero or villain. As most action films are shown in the 3rd person you get to see all the surroundings they see. As well as if there meeting up with a acquaintance low key lighting is key as its secret. Cameras keeping up with smooth gliding tracking shots being used to create fear and that the hero is not alone and in a lot of danger, a lot of these shots are very well placed and constantly following the hero and sometimes loose sight of the villain to keep us unsettled and tense wondering what will happen next.
Music and diegetic sound effects are used to create this excitement in the audience and this dates back to the older action films and many films have there iconic sound effects or music from ‘James Bond’ to ‘Jaws’ ,the music generates a sense of excitement and makes the audience sit at the edge of there seats as they don’t know what’s coming. Sudden unexpected sounds might erupt on these soundtracks to generate tension diegetic sounds such as a car blowing up mid journey (Iron man 1) a building blowing up (SKYFALL) or someone shot out of nowhere (Bad Boys). Most scenes require a lot of nondiegetic sound as bullet sounds need to be made, explosions, helicopters, crashes and punches.
Diegetic Sound – Sound that is part of the film world such as dialogue, traffic, birds, bystanders etc 
• Non-diegetic Sound – Sound added to create effect such as: 
• Music soundtrack 
• Theme Tune/Motif 
• Sound Effects/Foley Sound – Sounds used to enhance diegetic sounds eg explosions, fighting
 • Ambient sound – Sound that creates atmosphere– this could be diegetic or non-diegetic
In term of mise-en scene ,this is locations that may generate terror mostly this is where the hero would get caught out like in the desert, visiting a loved one or going about there day of retirement. Sometimes the location alone is to make it sound unsafe for example ‘The Dragon Island’ in chine there is a Komodo dragon pit showing its not a safe place for unexpected guests and that Bond is in danger and needs to be careful, as well as this most film directors would not show a scene like the Komodo dragon scene and not use it as the audience wants to see it in uses.
When editing filmmakers need to decide: 
· What to keep and what to take away – CUTTING
· What order to put the shots in - SEQUENCE 
· What happens between each shot - TRANSITION 
· How long a shot remains on screen before changing to the next shot - PACE
[image: ][image: ]
Characters
Typical characters may include:
· Special agents
· Retired top tier agents 
· People wanting revenge 
· Damsel in distress
· Villain 
· Hero or group of heroes 
· Anti-hero
· Action survivor 
· Action-man or woman

Themes
· Bad guys and good guys outsmarting each other being 1 step ahead.
· Chasing from country to country 
· Capturing and escaping
· Society in danger if someone is not stopped 
· Good guy turning bad/rogue


Texts
Hero vs Villain
· Avengers 
· James Bond
Action Adventure 
· Indian Jones
Action Crime
· Legend
· Straight outta Compton 
Buddy and Buddy
· Bad Boys
· Let’s Be Cops
Action Drama 
· Top Gun
· House of the Rising Sun
Action Horror
· The Crow
· Hellboy
Disaster Film
· The Day After Tomorrow
· San Andreas 
Spy Film
· Jason Bourne 
· Miss congeniality 
SOURCES
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1714206/reviews?ref_=tt_ov_rt
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0409847/reviews?ref_=tt_ov_rt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zs8s9qt/revision/1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_film
https://www.mytutor.co.uk/answers/1621/GCSE/Media-Studies/What-is-the-difference-between-Diegetic-and-Non-diegetic-sound/
http://lordswoodmedia.weebly.com/uploads/3/0/6/5/30657339/action_adventure_mock_revision_booklet.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_film
Google 	Classroom Notes 
https://www.filmsite.org/actionfilms.html
https://www.nyfa.edu/student-resources/ultimate-list-of-film-sub-genres/
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Cowboys & Aliens <

2011 - Sci-ilWestem - 2h 15m

) Piaytrailer on YouTube

6/10 44% 50%
IMDD. Rotten Tomatoes Metacritic

81% liked this film
L 28K 0

Google users

Jake Lonergan enters the town of Absolution with no memory of
how he tumed up in the desert. However, he becomes the
townspeople's only hope when aliens suddenly attack

Release dat

: 17 August 2011 (United Kingdom)
Director: Jon Favreau

Box office: 174.8 million USD
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A lot more serious than the name would suggest. Decent effort
anthonypape 26 July 2013

1 put off watching this movie for some time, for the simple reason - it sounded like a
slightly spoof or comedy sci-fi/western due to the name. In fact this is nothing of the sort
(thankfully) and is actually a very decent shot at combining typical western fare with an
alien element. From the first (quite violent)and bloody fist fight you'll realise this isn't
silly kids stuff. Too often these days, a movie like this would have been dumbed down
and littered with comedic or slapstick scenes. The story such as it is, is basic, but
believable. The way the movie plays, at no point do you question the believability of
having cowboys fighting aliens with their obviously superior technology. It was something
that concerned me before watching but it works out right and makes sense. No issues
with any of the acting, or the effects. Overall a decent effort, worth watching especially
for sci-fi fans.
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Huge Disappointment!
Mr_Kitpzyxm 29 July 2011

Warning: Spoilers

Did someone put a gun to Jon Favreau's head and ask him to make this boring
‘western'z?

Harrison Ford, Daniel Craig, one of the most fun directors around today, and a title
containing both Cowboys and Aliens - this was definitely the most awaited summer
movie for met! And yet, somehow, the ‘Curse of The Modern Day Spielberg'
managed to defy all expectations and deliver a total damp squib. The story's weak
(why capture the humans? why come to earth of all planets to mine for gold? how
can one stolen gun destroy an entire operation?), the treatment confused (the
whole Olivia Wilde arc), the actors under-utilized (somebody please stop the brutal
destruction of everything that Harrison Ford has come to mean to moviegoers),
and the action and thrills extremely underwhelming.

Please do not go to see this movie. More than the time that you'll never get back,
itll spoil James Bond, Indy, Cowboys, Westerns and Movie Aliens for you forever.

To think that T missed work to catch the first, early morning opening show. So
disappointed.
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The Spectacular Now <

2013 - Romance/Drama - 1h 40m
) Piaytrailer on YouTube

7.4110 91% 415
IMDD. Rotten Tomatoes Amazon UK

86% liked this film

'

Google users

Sutter, a popular party animal unexpectedly meets the introverted
Aimee after waking up on a stranger's lawn. As Sutter deals with the
problems in his life and Aimee plans for her future beyond school,
an unexpected romance blossoms between them.

Initial relea:

August 2013 (Los Angeles)
Director: James Ponsoldt
Box office: 6.9 milion USD

Budget: 2.5 million USD
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The best coming-of-age romantic drama comedy film of 2013
¥iLcool 28 December 2013

Last year, we have the spectacular Perks of Being of Wallflower. This year, we have The
Way, Way Back and most of all, The Spectacular Now. It is a lovely, heartfelt, sweet,
gentle and sincere film. The Spectacular Now focuses on most teen experiences: first
love relationship, 'living in the now' attitude towards life, fear of the future, alcohol and
family issues. The story is about a charming, crude but troubled boy meets a reserved,
shy, naive...yet sweet, smart girl/wallflower and managed to find a connection in each
other. As the film progresses, it was shown that they enjoy hanging out together, helping
and complementing each other. Sutter, the lead guy, plagued by alcoholism and family
issues, must learn to confront his fears and face who he really is and learn what loving
someone really means. Aimee, the lead girl, need to learn to stand up for herself against
her controlling mother who might be potentially ruining her college future because she's
responsible for partially paying the bills. The film may seem to be an average love story,
but it carries a genuine believability to it. The film takes the first-love romance seriously
but never falls to become the typical weepy Asian melodramas that Koreans are so fond
of making. The two lead actors are great on screen, deliver strong convincing
performance to let us believe that the love chemistry between them is real and managed
keep the audience engaged throughout the film. There are some subtle humor
throughout the film as well. What a deeply affecting film this is. It's the best coming-of-
age romantic drama comedy film of the year. Rating: 9/10 "But the real challenge in my
life, the real hardship, is me. It's always been me. As long as I can remember, I've never
not been afraid. Afraid of failure. Of letting people down. Hurting people. Getting hurt. T
thought if I kept my guard up and focused on other things, other people...If I couldn't
even feel, well, then no harm would come to me. T screwed up. Not only did I shut out
the pain, T shut out everything. The good and the bad. Until there was nothing. It's fine
to just "live in the now". But the best part about "now" is there's another one tomorrow.
And I'm gonna start making them count”
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This movie made me irrational
jeppehellegers 11 September 2016

angry (Spoiler Review)

Warning: Spoilers

I get that this movie gets high ratings, T really do. The acting is good, some of the
cinematography is really nice and the music is beautiful as well. The problem with
this movie is the message. I was constantly waiting for the protagonist to get told
what an egotistical asshole he is, but: it doesn't happen. At the end he has this
monologue about how he didn't want to get hurt and thought "living in the
moment" means he never has to grow up, woopdiedoo.

Also, people didn't get that the popular protagonist wanted to date Aimee(Shailene
Woodley)? She is an incredibly beautiful girl, not really convincing as an intelligent
nerdy virgin outcast who reads books I'd say. And yes, that's one of the
stereotypes in this film.

A movie about a destructive teen with a destructive relationship who drinks and
drives, thinks he is the coolest guy ever and would cheat if he had the opportunity.
Saying you are afraid of failure, getting hurt and hurting people and pretty much
emotion in general doesn't justify ANY of this actions in this movie. This guy should
have been morally put in place by the author, but it didn't happen. Much potential,
terrible execution.
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